FirstLine Schools 6th Grade ELA
What will my student learn this year?
Module 1:
The empowering yet challenging process of growing into adulthood is the topic of
this module. As students prepare to become mature individuals, this module
supports their development by providing a case study of sorts with Christopher
Paul Curtis’s Newbery Medal- winning novel, Bud, Not Buddy. A secondary topic of
the module is the Great Depression, which provides the setting for all the texts
studied.

Module 2:
Building on module one, students further explore identity and overcoming
adversity through the immigrant experience. This module’s essential question
captures a key tension for many immigrants: how does one find a sense of home
and identity when caught between two disparate worlds—the new home and the
home country?

Module 3:
In module 3, sixth graders move from examining individuals within a historical
period to looking more closely at the historical context itself. The big question of
the module is how various perspectives matter in our telling and understanding of
history. This is a question that is centrally relevant to the reading of all history and
thus provides an important lens.

Module 4
The Odyssey is one of the most significant texts in the history of literature, with an enduring influence
extending to Dante, Shakespeare, Cervantes, James Joyce, and beyond. The narrative pattern of the
heroic quest is one that students will encounter many times. Through reading The Odyssey in module
4, students are transported with Odysseus on his quest or Hero’s Journey, with its call to adventures,
tests, supreme ordeal, resurrection, transformation, and return as well as the essential roles of hero,
mentor, and villain. Reading and analyzing The Odyssey also builds students’knowledge about
ancient Greek culture and classical archetypes.This foundation helps students understand the motifs,
structure,and allusions that pervade fiction of all formats from comic books to classical literature.

Supporting your student in their

English Language Arts Class
Beyond ensuring your student completes any assigned ELA homework, the
best way to support your student in ELA is to discuss the books they
are reading in school and at home!
Wondering where to start? Try some of these question stems!
Helping students support their ideas with evidence
• Why did the author write this? What evidence supports your idea?
• What quote from the text is the best evidence to show ___________?
• What specific details from the text tell you where and when the story takes
place?
Learning to summarize what they have read
and determine central ideas
• What happened at the beginning, middle, and end of the story?
• What is a summary of this story?
• What is the theme of the story? What helped you decide that this is the
theme?
• Why does ________ feel (sad, angry, elated, etc.) What text clues let you
know they are feeling this way?
Understanding the impact of character and setting
• How does (character) react when __________? Why do they act this
way? How is this reaction different from (different character)?
• Why does (character) react differently from (character 2)? How is their
perspective different?
• How does the setting impact the story? What are characters able to do
because of the setting they are in?
• How would the story change if the setting were different? Can you
reimagine the story in a different setting?

Supporting Vocabulary & Making meaning of words and phrases
• What does this word mean? How do you know?
• What words in the text tell how (character) feels?
• What does (phrase) mean? Does it mean exactly what it says (e.g. hit the
road) or does it mean something else (e.g. get going)?
• Can you think of another word to use instead of _____?
• Why did the author choose this word?
Learning the structures of stories and non-fiction texts
• How are the parts of the story connected? How does this section/chapter
help the reader understand the setting?
• How does this scene build suspense?
• How would you retell this story, including important parts from the
beginning, middle, and end?
• In poetry what stanza is the most interesting to you? Why?
• Why did the author organize the story like this? How would it be different
if the order were changed?
Describing point of view
• Who is telling this story? How do you know?
• Are the narrator and the author the same person? How do you know?
• What point of view is this written from?
• What does (character/narrator) think of (event/action)? What do you
think? What would you have done differently?
• How would the story be different if it was told from (character’s) point of
view?
• Would you have preferred the story from (third-person / first person)
point of view? Why?

