
Name: _______________________________ 
8th Grade Social Studies Unit 3 Family Guide  
 
How to use: 
❏ For each topic, create your own test questions. Write the answer, too. 
❏ Practice writing: How did Louisiana change from 1803 to the end of the Civil War?  

 
Overview:  The period from 1803 to 1812 was a landmark in Louisiana history. In these 
years, the land that became Louisiana went from a European colony to a federal territory and 
finally to the eighteenth state in the union. In the midst of these political changes, Louisianians 
experienced social unrest, racial revolt, and international conflict. Meanwhile, determining 
what would become of Louisiana and its residents forced people in the United States and in 
Europe to consider what it meant to be American. Although Louisiana became a state in 
1812, that hardly settled the questions unleashed by the Louisiana Purchase. 

 

Describe the conflicts caused between the Americans and Creoles when forming a new 
government: 
 
Being transferred to the United States caused (once again) confusion and panic in the more 
European thinking creoles of Louisiana. After the Louisiana Purchase, there would be an 



influx of protestant, English-speaking Americans into the region.  
 
The Louisiana Purchase created confusing political circumstances within the Territory of 
Orleans. The treaty granted immediate citizenship to white Louisianans. However, many 
people outside the territory claimed that the Louisianans did not know how to act as good 
Americans. 
 
The political battle over Louisiana statehood often reflected the tense ethnic relations among 
whites within Louisiana. At the time of the Purchase, the territory’s white population consisted 
primarily of Creoles born in Louisiana, as well as migrants from Canada, the French 
Caribbean, and France itself. The vast majority of these people spoke French and considered 
themselves products of a French culture. At the same time, however, people had known more 
than thirty years of Spanish rule in Louisiana, and they had been joined by a sizeable 
population of Hispanic residents and Anglo-Americans.  

In these circumstances, Louisiana experienced complex and at times bewildering ethnic 
relations. The francophone (French-speaking) and anglophone (English-speaking) 
populations were often at odds. Meanwhile, the francophone majority created and preserved 
cultural institutions that made Louisiana unlike any other state in the union. French remained 
a common language in daily conversation and in official documents, and Louisiana’s legal 
system combined the Anglo-American common law with French, Spanish, and Roman 
principles of civil law. 

Whatever cultural or political disputes might divide white residents of Louisiana, they shared a 
belief in white superiority and a fear of non-white revolt. In the wake of the Louisiana 
Purchase, whites in Louisiana (regardless of ethnic background) came together to impose 
new restrictions on slaves and free people of color. 

Non-whites responded accordingly. Slaves repeatedly sought to run away and in 1811, more 
than eighty slaves owned by Manuel Andry in St. Charles and St. John the Baptist parishes, 
launched an unsuccessful revolt along the German Coast that was the largest single slave 
uprising in the United States. Free people of color proved more successful. Located primarily 
in New Orleans, they sustained themselves as the largest, most prosperous community of 
free blacks anywhere in North America. Meanwhile, whites supported the efforts of the federal 
government to undermine Native American sovereignty and, eventually, to force most Native 
Americans out of Louisiana. Native Americans developed numerous strategies of resistance 
but in the end proved unable to restrain the federal onslaught. 

Compare and contrast the treatment of people of African descent in Louisiana by 
French, Spanish, and Americans: 
 
Slavery is a brutal and inhumane practice. That being said, not all slavery is the same. 
Slavery in Louisiana differed depending on who was in control (France / Spain / United 
States).  



 
France: First to colonize Louisiana, thus, first to introduce Slaves into Louisiana. Introduced 
the code noir (‘black code’) to regulate the lives of slaves and free people of color. Slaves 
were skilled workers (brick makers, carpenters, masons, artisans, etc.). For much of the 
period, Louisiana struggled for survival, and it never developed into the profitable, 
self-sustaining colony its founders had intended. French colonial Louisiana was more a 
“society with slaves” than a full-fledged “slave society,” a distinction commonly used by 
scholars who study the history of slavery in the United States.  
 
Moreover, because of the overall importance of New Orleans to the colony, slavery there was 
more urban-centered than in other colonies. Slaves dug the drainage canals, laid out the 
streets, and moved massive amounts earth to raise the levees that protected the town. Many 
of the enslaved West Africans in New Orleans had been artisans or boatmen in their 
homelands. Because French tradesmen were in short supply, newly arrived West Africans 
were trained as coopers (barrel makers) and blacksmiths. As a result, they enjoyed a greater 
measure of economic autonomy than did slaves in the countryside. Their owners hired them 
out, and the enslaved workers sometimes were allowed to keep a portion of their wages. 
Even outside the city, however, some slaves were similarly hired out and allowed a degree of 
independence. 
 
Spain: Introduced reforms, the concept of manumission (slaves could buy their own freedom 
or the freedom of others if they could afford it). As a result of the 1763 Treaty of Paris, which 
ended the French and Indian War, France surrendered most of Louisiana, including New 
Orleans, to Spain. Under Spanish rule, Louisiana became a more developed, successful 
colony, in large part because of a sizable increase in the enslaved population. The Spanish 
period can be seen as transitional, linking the “society with slaves” of the French period to the 
mature “slave society” that emerged under later American rule. During the Spanish regime, 
the total population of Louisiana increased from 10,000 to 30,000, and the enslaved 
population likewise increased from 4,500 to nearly 13,000. Moreover, the reopening of the 
African slave trade both “re-Africanized” Louisiana’s slaves and contributed more ethnically 
and culturally diverse peoples, because the slave traders imported from different geographical 
regions of Africa. 
 
Although slavery was an inherently inhumane institution, Spanish law regarding slavery 
differed from the French Code Noir in ways that somewhat improved slaves’ lives. The 
Roman Catholicism of the Spanish acknowledged, at least on paper, that slaves had souls 
and were thus the spiritual equals of their masters. Under Spanish law, enslaved people were 
allowed a few more privileges and protections than the French had granted; in reality, Spanish 
slave owners violated most of these rights, though in some cases they were upheld. In 
particular, Spanish slave law recognized coartación, the right of self-purchase, and although 
most enslaved people had no chance of capitalizing on this privilege, a significant number did. 
Moreover, manumission was a well-developed tradition under the Spanish system of slavery, 
and many individual slaves were freed. Despite such efforts of the Spanish crown to liberalize 
slavery, however, the lives of enslaved people in Louisiana remained harsh. Nonetheless, the 



Spanish slave regime exhibited a degree of openness greater than that which preceded or 
followed it. 

Under the previous French regime, manumission (freedom) of slaves was relatively rare. The 
slave owner had to make the request in person before the Superior Council and navigate a 
number of additional bureaucratic barriers. However, enslaved people were allowed to earn 
wages for themselves during times when their masters did not require their labor. The slave 
owner received a portion of the earnings, and the slave kept the rest for personal use. During 
off-hours, slaves were allowed to procure extra food for themselves through hunting, fishing, 
and gardening, and they were permitted to market their skills; slaves could even sell their 
surpluses and handicrafts. These arrangements gave the people held in bondage a small 
measure of autonomy while sparing their owners a considerable amount of money. Some 
enslaved laborers were then able to take advantage of coartación: if an enslaved person 
asked his or her owner to set a price for self-purchase, the master was required by law to 
name a fair market price and free the slave when he or she could pay it. 

The growing number of gens de couleur libres (free people of color) did in fact serve to 
counter the power of the French Creole elites somewhat. The free black population 
experienced a dramatic increase during the Spanish era, from fewer than one hundred at the 
end of French rule to fifteen hundred free people of color by 1800. While the number of 
people held in slavery more than doubled during this period, the population of libres, as the 
freed people were often called, grew by a factor of sixteen. The libres established themselves 
as artisans and tavern keepers and in a few cases even as slave owners. Spanish colonial 
authorities generally envisioned a three-tiered society that included whites, free blacks, and 
slaves, whereas the French and Anglo-American vision included only free whites and black 
slaves, with a very small number of libres. The Spanish tradition saw free blacks as a 
legitimate, integral part of society: by offering enslaved people an opportunity to attain 
freedom through submission and hard work, the Spanish hoped to avoid. 
 
USA: Restrictions increased and rights decreased as slavery in Louisiana would come to 
resemble slavery in the other parts of the United States. This would threaten Louisiana’s 
unique population of free people of color and lessen the amount of rights that people of 
African descent had traditionally been used to in Louisiana. The emergence of sugarcane 
made slavery even more brutal and deadly, as the average lifespan on a sugarcane plantation 
was 7-10 years.  

Analyze the causes of an uprising of slaves in 1811: 
 
The 1811 German Coast uprising was a revolt of black slaves in parts of the Territory of 
Orleans on January 8–10, 1811. The uprising occurred on the east bank of the Mississippi 
River in what is now St. John the Baptist, St. Charles and Jefferson Parishes, Louisiana. The 
revolt was inspired by the successful slave revolt in Saint-Domaine (present day Haiti). While 
the slave insurgency was the largest in US history, the rebels killed only two white planters. 
Confrontations with militia and executions after trial killed 95 enslaved persons. 
 



Between 64 and 125 enslaved men marched from sugar plantations in and near present-day 
LaPlace on the German Coast toward the city of New Orleans. They collected more men 
along the way. Some accounts claimed a total of 200 to 500 slaves participated. During their 
two-day, twenty-mile march, the men burned five plantation houses (three completely), 
several sugarhouses, and crops. They were armed mostly with hand tools. 
 

White men led by officials of the territory formed militia companies, and in a battle on January 
10 killed 40 to 45 of the escaped slaves while suffering no fatalities themselves, then hunted 
down and killed several others without trial. Over the next two weeks, white planters and 
officials interrogated, tried, executed and decapitated an additional 44 escaped slaves who 
had been captured. Executions were generally by hanging or firing squad. Heads were 
displayed on pikes to intimidate other slaves.  

Analyze the process of establishing Louisiana’s statehood: 
 
The Louisiana Purchase added to the United States a region very different from others on the 
American map. Louisiana had a more diverse population than many parts of the United 
States, and its systems were based on French and Spanish tradition. Although the American 
way of doing things later replaced many of those of the colonial era, Americans did not make 
Louisiana into a state like all others. Many of Louisiana's unique characteristics started in the 
colonial period remain intact today.  
 
The Louisiana Purchase did not define where the exact boundaries of the new territory were. 
The only boundaries the French knew were those from when Spain gave the colony to 
France, and those boundaries were not clear. Louisiana was a huge area of land, and no one 
knew for sure just how far it reached or what landscapes, resources, animals, and people 
could be found in Louisiana. In order to claim its new territory, the United States first had to 
explore and then settle it. President Jefferson hired Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to 
head the first expedition. In May 1804, Lewis and Clark departed from the St. Louis area with 
about forty enlisted soldiers. Their journey up the Missouri River, into uncharted lands took 
over a year. They returned to St. Louis in September 1806. The Lewis and Clark expedition 
was the first scientific project led by the United States government. Geographical discoveries 
made by Lewis and Clark and recorded in their journals added to American knowledge of the 
new territory and helped promote trade and settlement in the region. Other explorers, 
including Zebulon Pike, William Dunbar, and George Hunter explored other important river 
regions in the new Louisiana territory to add to Lewis's and Clark's discoveries.  
 
Spain and the United States could not agree on Louisiana's western border with Texas, which 
was still held by Mexico. Spanish officials said that the Texan border extended west of 
Natchitoches. The United States, however, argued that Louisiana's border stretched at least 
to the Sabine River, and possibly even to the Rio Grande River. Discussions to solve the 
western border dispute stopped in 1805. Stories spread that both sides were gathering troops 
near the border, and in 1806 General Wilkinson sent his forces up the Red River. However, 
General Wilkinson came up with a compromise with Spain that said the area in question was 
not governed by either country. Finally, in 1819 an agreement signed by both countries placed 
the boundary between Texas and the United States along the Sabine River, where it remains 
today.  



 
The differences that separated the customs of the United States from colonial traditions 
presented a huge challenge to all involved. The European groups already in Louisiana, mostly 
from France and Spain, did not want to adopt the United States’ systems. In 1807, the 
legislature replaced the twelve counties created shortly after the Louisiana Purchase with 
nineteen parishes like the Catholic parishes that were there during French and Spanish rule. 
The parish, instead of the county, is still used as the basic unit of local government in 
Louisiana.  
 
In 1811 the United States Congress allowed Louisiana to hold a state convention to write a 
constitution for the state. At that time, more than 76,000 people lived in the Territory of 
Orleans. This territory included the present state of Louisiana except the parishes east of the 
Mississippi River. This number was greater than the minimum population of 60,000 required 
to become a state.  
 
On April 30, 1812, Congress added Louisiana as the eighteenth state in the nation. The 
convention requested that Congress add the Florida parishes to the new state, and Congress 
agreed to this request. In late June 1812, Louisianians elected William Claiborne as their first 
state governor. 
 

Explain the geographic and economic importance of New Orleans in the War of 1812: 
 
 
Situated on the Mississippi River, New Orleans was the most important economic city in the 
South.  
 
The greatest test of Louisiana came during the War of 1812, when British troops invaded the 
Gulf Coast in 1814-1815. Louisiana militiamen defended the region ardently and 
demonstrated not only Louisiana’s commitment to remain in the United States, but also the 
ability of the United States to protect and support its newest state and its newest citizens. 
Meanwhile, slaves exploited the chaos to run away in large numbers, and some Native 
Americans allied themselves with Great Britain. 
 
In the end, the Battle of New Orleans provided both white Louisianans and the federal 
leadership with an ideal opportunity to celebrate expansion and statehood. Free people of 
color and Native Americans who had fought alongside white soldiers also had the moment to 
prove their own loyalty to the United States. At the same time, the resistance of slaves and 
other Native Americans served as a reminder that the creation of Louisiana had expanded 
freedom for some while restricting it for others. These varied responses reflected the benefits 
as well as the challenges that faced people in an American Louisiana. 



 

 

 

Describe the economy in Antebellum Louisiana: 
 
The Antebellum period in Louisiana begins with statehood in 1812 and ends with Louisiana 
joining the Confederacy in 1860. 
 
With much of its wealth resting on the production and marketing of staple crops, the state 
relied on slave labor to support the plantation system. In each census during the antebellum 
period, slaves made up at least 45 percent of Louisiana’s total population, and more than 60 
percent of the population outside of New Orleans. Slave concentrations were highest along 
the Mississippi River, with slaves comprising more than 90 percent of the population in 
Concordia and Tensas parishes. While not home to a large slave population, New Orleans did 
contain the South’s largest interstate slave market, where slaves from the upper South were 
sold to the cotton fields of the Deep South. This slave labor allowed some plantation owners 
to accumulate vast sums of wealth. 
 
Plantation owners also dominated the state legislature, the governor’s office, and the state’s 



secession convention. 
 
Most Louisianans could only dream of such affluence, as the average white man farmed his 
own small plot of land with the help of his family. These farmers aimed to feed their families 
first, but might grow a bale or two of cotton as well. Despite the importance of cotton and 
sugar, Louisianans actually planted more acreage in corn than in any other crop. Corn, along 
with pork, served as the key foods in the typical Louisiana diet, though in south Louisiana, 
seafood and rice-based dishes appeared as well. Most farmers lived an isolated life owing to 
the state’s primitive transportation network. Louisianans relied on water transportation, with 
plantation homes facing rivers and steamboats traveling up and down its waterways.  

 
 



Describe social class in Antebellum Louisiana: 

Social Life in Antebellum Louisiana 
Religion impacted all Louisianans, whether free or slave. African Americans synthesized their 
traditions with Christianity to form Voudou (Voodo). Additionally, slaves used the Christian 
religion as a way to cope with bondage, identifying with the enslaved Israelites and seeking 
their own Moses. Regardless of what their owners thought, slaves did not accept their status. 
While the antebellum period never saw a slave revolt rivaling the 1811 slave rebellion, fears 
among white Louisianans of rebellion never disappeared. Just about every edition of every 
newspaper included numerous advertisements seeking the return of escaped slaves. 
Although Louisiana slaves did not leave many extensive records, some narratives, most 
famously that of Solomon Northup, detail their efforts to endure slavery. Northup, a freeman 
kidnapped into slavery, describes slaves’ lives, and his account demonstrates the extensive 
array of tasks slaves performed in antebellum Louisiana. 

Not all of Louisiana’s African Americans were enslaved. A significant number of free people of 
color lived in the state. French and Spanish slave society had a greater toleration of interracial 
liaisons than Americans and a greater likelihood of freeing the children of these relationships. 
Also, following the Haitian Revolution, more free blacks came to Louisiana. Most of them lived 
in New Orleans. 

Describe the Anaconda plan and its economic effects: 
 



 



The Anaconda Plan was a Union plan to win the war proposed by General Winfield Scott. The 
plan included blockading Southern ports and splitting the Confederacy in half by controlling 
the Mississippi River. Eventually, this was the plan that helped win the war for the North.  
 

Describe life for people in Louisiana during the Civil War: 
Evaluate the political and social changes in Louisiana during the Civil War: 
 
The Civil War in Louisiana left the state politically divided and financially ruined. 
 
In the wake of Abraham Lincoln’s election in November 1860, Louisiana prepared first for 
secession and then for war. Two months later, the state joined the Confederacy. White male 
Louisianans quickly volunteered for service in the Confederate army. In the first year of the 
conflict, as many as 25,000 men enlisted, and eventually through a combination of 
volunteering and conscription, between 50,000 and 60,000 Louisianans would serve in the 
Confederate army.  
 
The Capture of New Orleans 
The Union Navy moved past two small forts in Plaquemines Parish and conquered the city of 
New Orleans without bloodshed. The Union’s takeover of New Orleans inaugurated the reign 
of martial law under Gen. Benjamin Butler. While Butler ruled the city for only eight months, 
his notoriety earned him the epithet “the Beast.” Butler and his men had a reputation for 
robbing residents (he earned a second sobriquet of “Spoons” for this proclivity). His 
authorization of the execution of William Mumford, a local gambler who tore down an 
American flag from the US Mint, added to his infamy. Nevertheless, General Butler’s tenure 
has its defenders as well as its detractors. In particular, Butler has been praised for quickly 
pacifying the city without much violence and for ordering the cleaning of the city, which 
reduced the annual influx of disease. Some also applaud him for feeding the city’s hungry 
residents and providing work for the poor. And while much of the population decried his 
presence, the city’s Unionists welcomed northern troops. More than 5,000 white Louisianans 
fought in the Union army, and many of them came from New Orleans. In particular, many of 
the city’s immigrants, who comprised 38 percent of its white population, felt little allegiance to 
the Confederacy and quickly swore Union loyalty oaths. 

The War in 1862–63 
In 1862, the Union’s incursions did not stop at the Crescent City. After securing New Orleans, 
the navy proceeded up the Mississippi River and, without opposition, took control of the state 
capital at Baton Rouge on May 9. Because of the Union invasion, the Confederates moved 
their capital to Opelousas and subsequently to Shreveport. In August 1862, the Confederates 
attempted to regain Baton Rouge. The Union army won this battle but evacuated the city two  
 
Port Hudson and African American Troops 
Throughout the war, a key component of overall Union strategy—often labeled the Anaconda 
Plan—called for the capture of the Mississippi River in order to divide the Confederacy in two 
parts.  



The Port Hudson campaign marked one of the first uses of African American troops in the 
Union army, with the 1st and 3rd Louisiana Native Guard facing combat three months before 
the more famous Massachusetts 54th challenged the Confederates at Battery Wagner.  
 
Ironically, the Louisiana Native Guard was initially a Confederate unit. In 1861, approximately 
800 free African Americans, hoping to maintain their status as a caste separate from slaves, 
had enlisted in the unit. The Confederacy, however, had no intention of using these men as 
part of its army. After the Union captured New Orleans, some of these Native Guards offered 
their services to General Benjamin Butler, and on September 27, 1862, the 1st Louisiana 
Native Guard became the Union army’s first officially sanctioned African American unit. 
Eventually, more than 24,000 African American Louisianans would fight for the US during the 
Civil War. 

Social and Political Changes 
These troops symbolized the most dramatic of the changes Louisiana witnessed during the 
war—the ending of slavery. In 1860, Louisiana possessed 331,726 slaves, which were 46.8 
percent of the state’s population (and 59 percent of the population outside of New Orleans). 
Emancipation came unevenly to the state. As soon as General Butler arrived in New Orleans, 
runaway slaves, known as “contrabands,” escaped to his lines. Officially, Butler returned 
slaves belonging to loyal slaveholders while allowing slaves of Confederate owners to remain 
in New Orleans, yet in practice this distinction was difficult to maintain. A similar divergence 
occurred when President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, 
which freed the slaves in rebel-controlled areas but not those within Union lines. 

Describe the end of the Civil War and the plans for Reconstruction: 
 
The post-Civil War period in US history is known as the Reconstruction era, when the former 

Confederacy brought back into the Union. 

 



 
Reconstruction comprises the post-Civil War period in US history together with the federal 
policies that were implemented during that time to bring secessionist states back into the 
Union and to determine the status of former Confederate leaders and former slaves in the 
South. The politics of Reconstruction profoundly affected life in Louisiana, but because so 

https://64parishes.org/entry/civil-war-louisiana/
https://64parishes.org/entry/civil-war-louisiana/


much was at stake, it also played a disproportionately large role in shaping national opinion 
and federal policy toward the defeated South after the Civil War. Within the context of the 
region, Louisiana was an enormous prize. It was home to New Orleans, the South’s largest 
and most prosperous city and the crucial juncture between the commerce of the vast 
Mississippi River Valley and the rest of the world. And the countryside of the state featured 
some of the richest and most productive soil in the nation. 

Struggle for control of Louisiana would be particularly intense. Indeed, it is no wonder that 
Reconstruction lasted longer in the Louisiana than it did anywhere else, spanning the 
fifteen-year period between the spring of 1862 and the early months of 1877. 

Wartime Reconstruction, 1862–1865 
President Abraham Lincoln believed there was a deep reservoir of southern unionism and 
desired the speedy return of seceded states to the Union. As a consequence, he established 
his Ten Percent Plan, under which a Confederate state might rejoin the Union once 10 
percent of its free white men had sworn their loyalty. Occupied Louisiana became the 
scheme’s first proving ground when Lincoln ordered General Benjamin Butler to hold elections 
in New Orleans during the fall of 1862 in order to fill the two seats in the US House of 
Representatives districts that lay within the occupied territory. 

The war years also led to an awakened black political awareness in Louisiana. Not only did 
the state boast a large, educated, and prosperous free black population, it was already 
organized around fraternal orders and trades. The first black-run daily newspaper, the 
bilingual Tribune founded by the Afro-Creole physician Dr. Louis Charles Roudanez, 
appeared in New Orleans in 1864. Louisiana also supplied the largest number of soldiers to 
the US Colored Troops, a key element in forging black political consciousness during 
Reconstruction. 

Presidential Reconstruction, 1865–1867 
Lincoln was assassinated right as the war ended, leaving his southern Vice President, 
Andrew Johnson, in charge. The elevation of former planter James Madison Wells to the 
office of governor in March 1865, combined with the end of the war and Lincoln’s 
assassination, dramatically altered the path of Reconstruction in Louisiana. Though he had 
been a unionist and a fair-weather supporter of Radical Republicanism, Wells saw in 
President Andrew Johnson’s proclamation of pardon and amnesty an opportunity to build a 
new political coalition out of returning Confederates and conservative southern unionists such 
as himself.  
 
The Radical Ascendancy in Louisiana 
In March 1867, over President Johnson’s veto, the new US Congress passed the first of four 
federal Reconstruction Acts and paved the way for the liquidation of the governments in 
Louisiana and nine other southern states then being controlled by former Confederates. In 
addition to effectively disfranchising all those who had been in support of the rebellion, these 
acts placed Louisiana into a military district with Texas and established guidelines for the 
creation of a new state government that included ratification of the recently passed Fourteenth 



Amendment. By eliminating the reactionary government that had formed under Andrew 
Johnson’s “Presidential Reconstruction,” the Radical ascendancy created an enormous 
political vacuum in Louisiana and ushered in a prolonged era when men with competing 
visions of the future battled for control of the state. 

At the direction of General Philip Henry Sheridan, the military commander of the district, 
Louisianans set about crafting a new state constitution in the winter of 1867–1868. The 
document that emerged was quite revolutionary and provided for equal citizenship, the black 
franchise, equal public accommodations, and pubic education. Balloting for new state 
officeholders and the constitution’s ratification by the people took place in April, resulting in 
the election of Republicans Henry Clay Warmoth, an Army veteran and early advocate of 
universal suffrage, as governor, and Oscar J. Dunn, an African American, as lieutenant 
governor. 

The Warmoth Era, 1867–1872 
Although he was only twenty-six years old when he took office, Warmoth had proven himself 
an estimable political operator and understood well the temperament of Louisianans in 1868. 
A witness to the Riot of 1866, one of Warmoth’s first deeds was the creation of the 
Metropolitan Police. While the Metropolitans were initially conceived as a force capable of 
maintaining order in the state capitol of New Orleans, their policing powers extended to 
surrounding parishes and their duties to the preservation of Warmoth’s government. This 
heavily armed body played an important role in the dramatic events that unfolded over the 
next nine years. 

For the most part, disaffected whites had stayed out of the state electioneering in early 1868, 
and instead cast their gaze toward the upcoming presidential elections to take place in the 
fall. Believing that a national Democratic victory would snuff out Radical Reconstruction, 
militarized political clubs mobilized across Louisiana in the summer of 1868 with the objective 
of delivering the state for the Democratic ticket of Horatio Seymour and Frank Blair. In rural 
parishes, such activity led to the formation of the Knights of the White Camellia (KWC), a 
group many have likened to the Ku Klux Klan, which had little presence in Louisiana during 
Reconstruction. In actuality, the Knights were far more like their urban counterparts in New 
Orleans, such as the Seymour Knights and Crescent City Democratic Club—political clubs 
organized along military lines for the purpose of intimidating Republican voters, often violently. 
The KWC and similar organizations helped deliver Louisiana’s vote to Seymour and Blair, 
though President Ulysses S. Grant’s overwhelming national victory nullified their ambition to 
overthrow Radical rule. Moreover, the paramilitary violence during the election, both in 
Louisiana and elsewhere, inspired the newly elected Congress to pass the first of the 
Enforcement Acts, which were designed to empower the federal government to use the 
military to combat political insurgency in the South. 

Political Factionalism 
For decades, historians of Reconstruction have portrayed the politics of 1868–1877 as a 
binary struggle between Republicans and conservative Democrats. In reality, widespread 
factionalism reigned in the Pelican State, creating a broad and fluid political spectrum that 

https://64parishes.org/entry/henry-clay-warmoth/
https://64parishes.org/entry/oscar-dunn-2/


divided Louisiana’s Republicans and Democrats alike and undermined efforts at both social 
and economic progress. 

Factionalism among Louisiana Republicans flowed from the fact that the party attracted men 
who were often at cross-purposes. On the one hand, the national party’s promotion of 
universal suffrage and civil rights legislation appealed to the overwhelming majority of 
freedmen as well as some idealistic whites. Yet on the other hand, some conservative white 
southerners believed that in Republicanism lay the best vehicle for restoring their class to a 
position of prosperity and political relevance, while others saw opportunity for profit and 
careerism in the power vacuum created by the Radical ascendancy. 

Thus, Louisiana’s Republicans fell into three basic groups. The first and the most powerful 
was the Custom House Ring, which enjoyed the support of the national Republican Party led 
by President Grant. In an era before income taxes, when duties supplied the majority of the 
nation’s income, few civil service appointments reflected greater political favor or more 
potential for graft than that of collector of customs. Grant named his brother-in-law, James B. 
Casey, as collector at the port of New Orleans. Casey, along with U.S. Marshall Stephen B. 
Packard, led the Custom House faction and controlled lucrative federal patronage in the state. 
The second group coalesced around the charismatic leadership of Henry Clay Warmoth. The 
governor’s control over state patronage and the Metropolitan Police allowed him to pose a 
formidable obstacle to Custom House hegemony. Yet both the Warmoth and Custom House 
factions recognized that neither was powerful enough to maintain control over the party 
without the support of the state’s third bloc of Republicans, the newly enfranchised black 
voters. The need to respond to the aspirations of its black constituency often forced the 
Republican Party to pursue a more egalitarian course than it might have otherwise done. This 
impulse was by turns the party’s greatest strength and largest liability. 

Those who battled against federal Reconstruction efforts—the so-called Redeemers—were 
also deeply divided. While they were overwhelmingly white and native to either Louisiana or 
other southern states, their number included many northerners who had come to Louisiana 
after the Civil War to seek prosperity in southern agriculture and industry. The social and 
economic stability promised by the restoration of white conservative rule appealed to these 
individuals, because their plans for financial success hinged on the availability of a plentiful 
and obedient labor force. Yet disagreements over the acceptability of various political and 
social changes divided the Redeemers. At the most reactionary end of the spectrum stood 
Louisiana’s Bourbon Democrats, who rejected most forms of black civil rights and political 
agency. By the start of 1869, however, many white southerners had come to reject the 
Bourbon strategy as impractical and had correctly identified such belligerence as the motive 
behind the passage of the federal Reconstruction Acts. These individuals, who considered 
themselves conservative Democrats, or Reformers, disassociated with the national 
Democratic Party name and advocated a limited acceptance of Reconstruction measures, 
including a recognition of the permanence of black political participation. Yet like most white 
Americans of the era, the conservatives rejected black social equality. The Reformers’ 
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stronghold was in New Orleans, whereas the Bourbon Democrats dominated Louisiana’s 
countryside, though neither could make an exclusive claim on either region. 

Historians have long characterized Warmoth’s reign as governor as one that embodied many 
of the evils of Reconstruction. Critics writing at the turn of the twentieth century accused 
Warmoth of committing enormous fraud against the people of Louisiana, selling bogus 
railroad bonds, extending corrupt patronage, and chartering the notorious Louisiana Lottery, 
among other wrongs. Modern historians fault Warmoth for his conservatism and basic 
devotion to white supremacy. There is no doubt that he was a willing and active participant in 
the graft of the Gilded Age, and that he retreated considerably from the egalitarian views that 
he had once espoused when he began seeking the Republican nomination for governor in 
1867. Warmoth believed that by courting the conservative Democrats into a centrist 
Republican party, he might be able to build an enduring political legacy. In this he was 
remarkably successful, and by 1870 demoralization in Democratic ranks had reached an 
all-time high. In the end, Warmoth was toppled not by reactionary southerners but by jealous 
Republican rivals in the Custom House Ring. 

Warmoth’s friendliness to former Confederates and his stinting progress on civil rights 
enabled the Custom House faction, led by Packard, to woo Warmoth’s African American 
lieutenant governor, Oscar J. Dunn, into their fold. Because of his deserved reputation for 
integrity, Dunn was among the most popular political figures among black Louisianans during 
Reconstruction, and he had great influence over the sizable black vote. By the summer of 
1871, the Custom House faction had also co-opted the support of other Republican legislators 
who had once belonged to the Warmoth camp, including unsavory figures like Speaker of the 
House George W. Carter, a former Confederate officer who owed his post to Warmoth. With 
Carter’s help, Packard plotted to impeach Warmoth and place Dunn, who he believed would 
act as a reliable puppet, in the governor’s office. The Custom House faction also enlisted the 
help of disgruntled Bourbon Democrats who hated Warmoth because of his success in 
dividing white southerners politically. 

Packard’s scheme collapsed, however, when Dunn died unexpectedly before a vote on 
impeachment could take place. What happened next characterized the tragic-comic tendency 
of the Republican party in Louisiana to undermine its credibility by engaging in self-destructive 
behavior. Believing that President Grant would back whatever they did, the Custom House 
Ring persisted in its efforts to impeach Warmoth. When they were bested by the governor at 
every turn, Speaker Carter and the Custom House-loyal legislators abandoned the state 
house and set up a rival legislature in the Gem Saloon in New Orleans’s French Quarter. In 
an effort to ensure a quorum at this irregular gathering, Packard, in his capacity as US 
Marshall, dispatched deputies to bodily transport legislators to the saloon while other deputies 
arrested Warmoth and key members of the Metropolitan Police. This farcical plan backfired, 
however, when one of the deputies killed an uncooperative legislator. Seizing the opportunity, 
Warmoth quickly bonded out of jail and dispatched the Metropolitan Police to the Gem Saloon 
to arrest Carter and the recalcitrant Custom House ringleaders. Warmoth then convened an 
emergency session of the legislature where Pinkney Benton Stewart Pinchback, a 
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fair-weather black ally of Warmoth and rival of Oscar J. Dunn, became lieutenant governor of 
the state. 

Although Warmoth survived this attack by the Custom House group, he would never again 
retain full control over Louisiana’s Republican party. The governor soon split with Pinchback 
over the contentious issue of equal public accommodations, and made a more significant 
break with the Custom House faction and President Grant in 1872 by heading the splinter 
Liberal Republican movement in the state. Ultimately, Warmoth came to endorse a Fusionism 
campaign made up of Bourbon Democrats, conservative Reformers, and liberal Republicans. 
No longer in control of the Metropolitan Police, the lame-duck Warmoth was finally removed 
from office, making Pinchback the only man of color to serve as governor of a southern state 
during Reconstruction. His term lasted thirty-five days. 

The gubernatorial election of 1872 proved a turning point in Louisiana’s Reconstruction, 
because its outcome served as the basis for the unparalleled discord that would follow for the 
next four years. The Redeemer camp, which had been driven into complete disarray first by 
the Radical ascendancy and then by Warmoth’s appeal to conservative Democrats, faced 
serious obstacles in fielding a viable candidate. The Bourbon wing of the Democratic Party 
was at its weakest point at any time during Reconstruction, and the conservative Democrats 
were largely divided between a Reform Party and liberal Republicanism. Only in July did 
these factions make an uneasy alliance under the Fusionism banner, nominating the Bourbon 
John McEnery of Ouichita Parish for governor and a liberal Republican from New Orleans by 
the name of Davidson Bratfute Penn for lieutenant governor. Meanwhile, the Custom House 
faction nominated William Pitt Kellogg for governor. Kellogg, an Illinoisan, had come to 
Louisiana as collector of customs in 1865 and had been selected by the state legislature in 
1868 for the U.S. Senate. His running mate was Caesar C. Antoine, an Afro-Creole 
businessman and politician from New Orleans. 

The Kellogg Era, 1873–1877 
Fraud and controversy marked the 1872 gubernatorial election at all levels. Both sides 
engaged in measures designed to eliminate the count of their competitor while inflating their 
own tally. In the end, however, balloting would be less relevant to the outcome than control 
over the returns. As governor, Warmoth had signed legislation that gave the chief executive 
enormous control over counting the votes, but his loss of control over the party led to the 
emergence of rival returning boards. Ultimately, a Republican-controlled judiciary decided 
which board’s total would be counted, leading to the elevation of Kellogg. While it is possible 
that Kellogg had indeed received more votes, his means of ascent undermined his legitimacy 
in Louisiana and eroded support for national Reconstruction policy in the North. 

Believing that the federal courts or the US Congress might overturn Kellogg’s victory, the 
Fusionists set up a rival legislature in New Orleans at the Odd Fellows’ Hall. Competing 
inaugurations soon led to competing appointments for statewide offices, which in turn led to 
violent confrontations all over the state. The first clash came in March when McEnery called 
upon a citizens’ militia to overthrow the state Republican government in New Orleans. The 
Metropolitan Police quickly subdued this disorganized uprising and subsequently broke up the 
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Fusionist legislature, arresting several of its members, including future governor Murphy J. 
Foster. 

Several weeks later in Grant Parish, however, an uglier scene unfolded when a struggle 
between rival claimants to the office of parish judge blew up into the Colfax Massacre, the 
bloodiest single outbreak of racial violence during Reconstruction. When a black militia 
attempted to sustain Kellogg’s appointee and maintain control over the Grant Parish 
courthouse in the town of Colfax, white mobs descended upon them and killed a hundred or 
more black men. The damage to Republican aspirations did not stop there. Prosecuting the 
killers under the federal Enforcement Acts led to a broader legal disaster. In United States v. 
Cruikshank (1875), the US Supreme Court concluded that the federal government had 
overstepped its authority with the Enforcement Acts, effectively undermining their meaning. 
With the demise of these laws went all hope that rural Republicans in the South might have of 
using the army to preserve their safety. Once again, events in Louisiana had proven essential 
to national outcomes. 

The summer of 1873 also witnessed the most unusual if short-lived efforts in biracial political 
cooperation during Reconstruction. The Unification Movement began in New Orleans as a 
cooperative effort between elite Afro-Creoles who were being left out of Kellogg and 
Packard’s Republican faction and white moderate businessmen who yearned for a peaceful 
end to Kellogg’s regime. Their pronouncements were perhaps the most advanced thinking on 
race to appear anywhere during Reconstruction and resembled closely what Congress would 
enact almost a century later in the Civil Rights Act of 1964. A lack of support in New Orleans 
and virtually no support in rural Louisiana among whites, combined with Republican sabotage, 
effectively doomed the Unification Movement before it could gain any meaningful following. 

White Supremacy 
With federal Reconstruction policy waning in popularity around the nation, a weakening 
national economy, and the widespread belief in Kellogg’s illegitimacy, conservative and 
Bourbon Democrats concluded by 1874 that a violent overthrow of Republicanism in 
Louisiana might be tolerated. Devoted to this end, the first White League formed in Opelousas 
in April of that year. It was always something of an ad hoc organization, and neighboring 
parishes soon established their own chapters modeled loosely on Opelousas’s charter. 
Though the specifics varied considerably from location to location, the most tangible effect of 
the White League was to suppress the factionalism that had dogged conservative and 
Bourbon efforts at overthrowing Republicanism, and as a consequence, the League 
functioned as something of a coalition between moderates and hard-liners. White supremacy, 
particularly in social relationships, tied these groups together, as did the assumption that 
black politics were generally corrupt politics. The ultimate goal of the White League was to 
overthrow Kellogg’s rule. 

Resistance to the White League in northern and central Louisiana was ineffectual at best, but 
in the Republican stronghold of New Orleans, the Metropolitan Police stood as a significant 
obstacle to complete revolution. Under the leadership of a former Confederate colonel named 
Frederick Nash Ogden, and in concert with conservative Democratic political leadership, the 
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White League began in the spring and summer of 1874 to train a militia that was capable of 
overthrowing the government. The inevitable collision occurred on September 14, 1874, in an 
event that participants would soon dub the Battle of Liberty Place. Following a mass rally 
around the Henry Clay statue on Canal Street, the White League assembled in a line of battle 
in what is today the Central Business District and headed toward Canal Street and a waiting 
contingent of Metropolitan Police. 

The brief battle that ensued left more than thirty men dead and resulted in a complete rout of 
the Metropolitan Police. The White League pronounced McEnery and Penn its chief 
executives, and for three days the city remained in their hands. Only when federal troops 
threatened to use force to restore Kellogg did the White League relinquish control. Yet no 
White Leaguers were prosecuted for their actions, and the organization remained a powerful 
threat to Republican survival. More important, they had largely destroyed the Metropolitans as 
a fighting force. Only federal bayonets now kept Kellogg in power, and his opponents knew it. 
Reflective of the growing unpopularity of federal Reconstruction policy in the nation was the 
Democratic Party’s sweeping to power in the U.S. House of Representatives in the fall 1874 
elections, where it moved to further reduce appropriations to the army’s occupation of the 
South. 

By the time the 1876 gubernatorial elections arrived, Louisiana was one of only three 
southern states where the Reconstruction-era Republican governments remained. The 
contest pitted Packard against Confederate war hero Francis Tillou Nicholls. Once again, 
widespread ballot fraud prevented an accurate tally of votes. Packard hoped that he, like 
Kellogg, could count on the support of the federal government to sustain his bid, yet national 
politics made this unlikely. In the presidential contest that year, Republican candidate 
Rutherford B. Hayes needed the electoral votes from the three “unredeemed” southern states 
in order to win. After Hayes met with delegates who represented the Democratic/Conservative 
forces in Louisiana, Florida, and South Carolina at the Wormley Hotel in Washington, D.C., 
the basic outlines of the Compromise of 1877 took shape. In it, Nicholls supporters 
guaranteed that the Louisiana’s electors would support Hayes’s presidential ambitions in 
return for a promise that the federal government would not support the gubernatorial 
aspirations of Packard and would withdraw troops from the state. The bargain, which was 
quite controversial at the time, effectively brought an end to federal Reconstruction efforts in 
the South. Once again, the actions of Louisianians had a direct impact upon the outcome of 
key national questions. 

Reconstruction After 1877 
Although many narratives mark 1877 as an end to Reconstruction, a number of the era’s key 
questions remained unanswered for another twenty years. Abandoned by many of their white 
Republican allies, black Louisianians would continue to fight bravely for their political and 
social rights in the Redeemer era, but it would be a steady retreat culminating in the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s ruling in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) and Louisiana’s “disfranchisement” 
constitution of 1898. Significant victories included P. B. S. Pinchback’s securing the charter 
for what would become Southern University in 1879. Meanwhile, the White League coalition 
split into warring factions almost immediately following the Compromise of 1877, creating a 
period of political turmoil that would pit conservative Reformers against the Bourbons for the 
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rest of the century. The political corruption continued unabated. Not until the turn of the 
century, when Jim Crow became the law of the land and most black Louisianians had been 
removed from the voting rolls, could the champions of white supremacy—mostly men who 
had been born during Reconstruction—claim victory. 

Other Developments during Reconstruction 
As important as politics are to the story of Reconstruction in Louisiana, it was also a period of 
crucial economic, legal, social, and cultural change. Despite many efforts at building railroads, 
fixing levees, and otherwise reestablishing the commerce and economic health of the state, 
the acrimony that characterized politics tended to blunt any meaningful progress. While 
valuable programs such as public education gained an important foothold during the era, the 
inability to establish a competitive east-west rail line combined with burgeoning competition 
from midwestern states meant that Louisiana lost some of its importance in the national and 
regional economy, a trend that would continue for many decades. Corruption certainly played 
a role, but the nearly constant political turmoil in Louisiana also scared away investment. 
From an economic standpoint, the Civil War and Reconstruction proved a setback from which 
the state has yet to fully recover. 

With the destruction of slavery in Louisiana came the transition to free labor and a reappraisal 
of the relationship between black and white Louisianans. In the early years of Reconstruction, 
the Freedmen’s Bureau assisted this process to varying degrees. In the state’s cotton-growing 
parishes, this ultimately meant a changeover to sharecropping and improved autonomy for 
freedmen. Although working on shares was difficult, the number of black farmers who were 
able to save enough money to purchase land grew significantly during Reconstruction. In 
Louisiana’s sugar-growing regions, planters made a less smooth transition to a wage 
economy, as sugar cultivation did not lend itself to small-scale production. Recognizing their 
bargaining power, cane workers made several attempts to organize for better wages. 
Ultimately, the larger sugar planters would crush cane worker unrest in the Thibodeaux 
Massacre of 1887. Like black politics, black labor made many important gains during 
Reconstruction, only to see them slowly evaporate by the turn of the century. 

Events in Louisiana during Reconstruction also contributed significantly to the legal 
foundations of the nation, particularly with regard to civil rights. The legal question of equal 
accommodations in places of public resort and transportation began during the war, with black 
Union soldiers and the Star Car controversy, and continued throughout the era. Article 13 of 
the 1868 state constitution barred discrimination in places such as theaters and taverns, and 
black Louisianians successfully sued in court for damages, establishing important legal 
precedent. Yet without question, the most pivotal action to originate in Louisiana during 
Reconstruction came to be known collectively as the Slaughterhouse Cases (1873). Intended 
to settle the question of the city’s authority to regulate slaughterhouses for the public 
well-being, the verdict ended up drastically limiting the reach of the Fourteenth Amendment to 
protect citizens against the actions of individual states. 

Cultural changes also abounded after the Civil War. Mardi Gras, for instance, underwent a 
profound transformation during Reconstruction as a direct result of the troubled politics of the 
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era. Left out of politics, white elites in New Orleans retreated to the private sphere, where they 
founded what are today the old-line Krewes of Rex, Proteus, and Momus. Their elaborate 
parades served both as public entertainment and a vehicle for political and social 
commentary. Indeed, Reconstruction was not only largely responsible for cementing the city’s 
devotion to Carnival, by 1872 it had become a major tourist attraction, drawing as many as 
30,000 visitors from all over the nation. 

 



 
 
 

 


