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GRADE

SOCIAL STUDIES

CONTENT INCLUDED:
SCIENCE

(if it is not in this packet, your student’s teacher gave them a separate packet)
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Additional Support for Assignments

Turning in Assignments HRSTLE%EAMN TORLEE
Students can submit homework/classwork to their teachers through a variety of channels: . .
o texting pictures 5-8 Math: Continue Your Learning (@ Home
e emailing pictures
e uploading to Google Drive/Google Classroom | Go to the FirstLine homepage. firstlineschools.org
e turning in once we return
Select your school's student portal under the family center tab.
Other Support 2 pr—
Offline support et SRR B Bt et s el ot
e Please see the teacher directory for updated phone numbers and phone office hours Em;i-*%.%m

e Take advantage of any examples provided

e NOTE: If your student is still unable to complete the assignment after calling the teacher, please
encourage the student to do their best. Teachers will use the assignments to give feedback. If the
level of difficulty is too high, have the student write down their questions and why/where they are
getting stuck.

Online support

e Please see the teacher directory for Google Hangout live classes and feedback sessions

e Search online for videos and tutorials

e Use LA Homework Help Site (instructions included)

Bl e S i i) UG8 B

Click on the application you would like to access.

Zearn (5th Grade) Khan Academy (6-8th Grade)
i i
How to Access Google Online Tools for Students { Cleve']
Google Classroom )
1. Make sure you are signed into your FirstLine Google account. Click "login with Number.” Click “Continue with Google."

2. Go to classroom.google.com
3. Select our class or join our class with the class code on the teacher directory page.
4. Check out the stream with assignments & announcements!

Good to see you

Firstlife Schools again!

By g an Acadeny, you agree to
‘our s o use and i

® o

Google Hangout/Meet

1. Make sure you are signed into your FirstLine Google account.

2. Goto meet.google.com

3. Enter the meeting code or call in using the number. You can find these on the teacher directory page. ——

4. Choose Join Now NOTE: type your full email
(123456 fl@firstlineschools.org)

NEED GOOGLE CLASSROOM OR HANGOUT CODES? q Students can login wit!’m Fheir username and password with their login number.
Username = 6 digit student number + fl

If you need any information that says is listed on the Teacher Directory, this page should have been sent home Passworfi = 5-8 birthdate Writte‘n as ‘MM DDYYYY ) . X

separate from this packet. You can call the teacher or 504-442-2100 if you are having trouble locating the Contc«;: SumiPRiit ot G04-942-2160 or spEUTH@MIRinBasEhoolsarg wWith any questions or fogin

. ' support.

information.



Louisiana Homework Help - How to Access Resources
STEP 1:

STEP 2:

On a computer or laptop, go to http:/homeworkla.org/.

Scroll down until you see the “Get Started” button and click.

/

]
Ngi, Vigt Nam L

Tutor en Espaiiol
| Domingo - Jueves
| 2pm.-12am.

Chil nhjt thiz ngm
6 gids chidu - 9 gior chidu

Fill out the fields below, and then click the green “Connect Now” button.

STEP 3:

What do you need help with today?
cade,

Please take 2 moment to review our i

Reading, ar

v Select a subject v

Select a grade v

()} want a tutor with voice-chat capabilities.

Attach 3 File L

Would you like to use voice chat? Click the box next to the line that says, “l want a tutor with
voice-chat capabilities.” You also need to click the link that says, “Want to use voice chat?”
below the image. A microphone and speakers or a headset are required.

Would you like to download an app? The information links are also below this image. The app
is available for Android and Apple devices.

&familles )

ELA WEEK OF MARCH 16-20
CONTENT|  Offine Materlals Needed | O""® Materlls (for students A“'Q""”"'Gr‘:dmﬂ' Will Be

Other Notes/Guldance

Kinder

EBA

Readers: unit 7 and 8
Skills book: unit 7 and 8

Lexia
Weskly Goal = 8 units

EBA

Readers: unit 5 and 6
Skills book: unit 5 and 6

Lexia
Weekly Goal =8 units

Readers: unit5and 6
Skills book: unit 5 and 6

Lexia
Weekly Goal = 8 units

Baoks: Planets, Starry
Messenger, One Giant Leap.
Mae Jamison

Lexia
Weekly Goal = 8 units

Books: Tolivers Secret, The
Beautiful Storics, The
Lightning Theif

Lexia
Waekly Goal = 8 units

--Crescendo Passages,
~-Common Lit Passages
(linked and shared via Google
Classroom as PDFS),

-- Student facing materials
(anchor charts, trackers, LEAP
Qverview) -

Common Lit: A Kenyan Teen's
Discovery

—The Scoop on Ice Cream
Headaches

--Waste Not, Want Not

~A Jopanese Paper House

--Common Lit: A Kenyan Teen'

s Discovery-Let There Be
Lights fo Save Lions

Selected Response Scores

Review "When we read non-
fiction® anchor chart in
student packet. Remind
students to glst as they read.
(They can furn in their
annofations, via pic if you
would like).

Have students read one text o
day. On the fifth day, have
students re-read and revise
answer to one passage
(based on performance)

-Crescendo Passages,
--Common Lit Passages
(linked and shared via Google
Classroom as PDFS),

- Student facing materials
{anchor charts, trackers, LEAP
Overview) --

Common Lit: Underworld &
Theseus

--The Water Trader's Dream
-The Flame of a Candle.
--Welcome to the Underworld
--Theseus & the Minotaur

Sclected Response Scores

Review "When we read
fiction* anchor chart in
student packet. Remind
students o glst as they read.
(They can turn in their
annotations, via pic if you
would like).

Have students read one fext @
day. On the fifth day, have
students re-read and revise
answer to one passage
(based on

~-Crescendo Passages,
~-Common Lit Passages
(linked and shared via Google
Classroom as PDFS),

-- Student facing materials
(anchor charts. trackers. LEAP
Overview) --

Common Lit: Fox and the
Horse & Can't We All Just Get
Along

~To James

A Storyteller

--The Fox and the Horse
~Can't We all Just Get Along

Selected Response Scores

Review "When we read
fiction" anchor chart in
student packet. Remind
students to glst as they read.
(They can turn in their
annofations, via pic if you
would like).

Have students read one text a
day. On the fifth day. have
students re-read and revise
answer to one passage
(based on performance)

For extra features, you need to create an account. You can click on “Create an Account” in the
upper, right-hand corner.

FREE
extra

features Features include:

Favorite Tutors - tag and reconnect with your favorite tutors

My Sessions — review and share your previous sessions

Practice Quizzes — prepare for a test or practice your skills with our practice quizzes
WriteTutor Reviews — send in your paper for feedback and guidance

Drop-off Math Help — get deep, step-by-step explanations for math solutions

Virtual Locker — store your assignments, class notes, projects and more, online

--Crescendo Passages,
--Common Lit Passages
(linked and shared via Google
Classroom as PDFS),

-- Student facing materials
{anchor charts, trackers. LEAP
Overview) -

-"Dogspirit”
-“THE FOX" & “THE WREN"
-Excerpts from Romeo & Juliet

Selected Response Scores

Review "When we read
fiction" anchor chart in
student packet. Remind
students to glst as they read.
(They can turn in their
annotations, via pic if you
would like).

M- Dogspirit T
The Fox & The Wren

W-Romeo & Juliet, Selected
Response The

Romeo & Juliet Short Answer

On the fifth day, have
students re-read and revise
answer to one passage

(based on performance)
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OVERVIEW FOR STUDENTS

During our Distance Learning time, we will continue to practice our reading and
writing skills, but with a focus on preparing and practicing for the Louisisana LEAP
examination.

The ELA LEAP (Louisiana Education Assessment Program) 2025 examination is a test
that measures how much you have grown as a reader and a writer this school year.

The test will be given in 3 sessions over the course of three days. You will read fiction
and non-fiction texts and answer selected response questions, with either one answer
or multiple answers. You will also write two essays:

o Research Task
o Literary Analysis Task OR Narrative Task

The test is given online.

When you are taking the test, you will be given scratch paper to take notes as you read
online. That scratch paper will be collected when you are done, but will not be graded.

You have been working hard to grow as a reader and writer every day in your ELA
class. There is no way to know what will be on the test—we just know that the more
you practice your reading and writing skills, the better you will do! One way to help
you prepare is to show you what types of questions and prompts you will see on the
test, so that you are not surprised.

This is your opportunity to practice and get coached so that you can sit for the LEAP
2025 exam with confidence!

HOW IS THE LEAP 2025 STRUCTURED?

The LEAP 2025 English Language Arts exam takes place over three days.

Day Section Texts # Questions Minutes
1 or2 Research Task 3 8 Selected Response 90
1 Task
1 or 2  Literary Analysis Task + 3 6-10 Selected 90
1 passage set Response
or 1 Task
Narrative Task +
1 Passage set 2-3
3 Reading Literary and 2-3 6-8 Selected Response 60

Informational Texts

Students complete two (not three) writing tasks. All grades do a research task and either a literary
analysis task or a narrative task.

The number of selected response questions listed above is actually more than listed; the state counts
Part A & Part B items as one question.

During the test, you will be provided with the following materials:

« Blank white paper for taking notes

* Pencils

» Computer

You will read the passages, questions and tasks on the computer and record your
answers on the computer. Your blank paper will not be scored.



TYPES OF QUESTIONS ON THE LEAP 2025 EXAM:

Evidence Based Selected These are two part questions. Students will select one
Response (SR) correct answer for each part.
Part A: Answer a question demonstrating understanding
of the text
Part B: Provide evidence that supports that
understanding

2 points; students can earn partial credit if Part A is correct and
Part B is wrong. Students receive zero credit if Part a is wrong,
even if B is correct.

Multiple Select Students choose more than one correct answer. This
type may also have a part a and part b. The question
will identify in bold how many answers to select.

2 points. Students can earn 1 point if they get one of 2 answers
correct or 2 of 3 answers correct.

Technology Enhanced These questions use technology to capture student
answers. These include drag and drop, dropdown
menus, or text highlighting.

2 points. Students can receive partial credit.

Prose Constructed Response Students complete a writing task;

TASKS ON THE LEAP EXAM

Narrative Task: Students will read a fiction text and either continue the story, write
an alternate ending or tell the story from a different character’s perspective

Narrative Task: Criteria for Success

Told like a story

References characters and settings of original text

Has a clear narrator

Includes dialogue

Follows the direction of the prompt: retelling or continuing the story

G e B

Example: “The Fox & the Horse”: Beginning after paragraph 9, write an alternate ending to the folktale using details about the
characters and events from the passage. You may choose to use dialogue in your new ending.

Research Task: Students read 2-3 non fiction texts and write an informative essay
in which they use evidence from all of the texts provided.

Research Task: Criteria for Success

1 Answers the prompt with a clear claim

2 Gives reasons to support the claim

3. Includes evidence from all texts referenced in the prompt

4 Explains or interprets evidences’ connection to reasons and claim

Example: You have now read two articles about the beginning of sound technology and one article about modern technology. Write an essay
explaining how the process of refining and marketing the phonograph is similar to the development of the Audio Spotlight in “Psst...Hey, You.”
Be sure to use details from all three articles to support your answer.

Literary Analysis Task: Students read two fiction texts on a similar topic (which
could be a story or poem) and compare the texts approach-which could include
structure, point of view, setting or other literary elements.

Literary Analysis Task: Criteria for Success

1 Answers the prompt with a clear claim

2 Gives reasons to support the claim

3. Includes evidence from all texts referenced in the prompt

4. Explains or interprets evidences’ connection to reasons and claim

Example: Both Charles Dickens and James Joyce incorporate dialogue into their passages. Use evidence you have gathered from both passages

to write an essay analyzing how the dialogue in each passage functions to reveal aspects of the characters. You should discuss more than one
character from each passage.

10



READING ON THE LEAP 2025 EXAM

You will encounter fiction (stories and poems) and non-fiction on the LEAP exam. When you
read a passage, it is important that you make sure you understand and can analyze the

passage—even before you answer the selected response questions. You can use your scratch
paper to help you understand the passages. When we read on a test, we use the same habits

and routines we use in class: Read for the Gist and Read for Deeper Meaning!

Read for the Gist:

Preview the Text: IDENTIFY the title, genre, and thinking job based on questions or
prompts.

Read for The Gist: REMEMBER the thinking job as you gist.

Write a Central Idea Statement: ANSWER the thinking job.

Read for Deeper Meaning:

11

If it's a narrative text, you should:
Describe the setting: Where and when does the story take place? How does the setting
influence the characters?
Name the conflict or problem: who wants what? And what is getting in their way?
Describe the point of view:

o 1Ist-“I” “We” “Our”

« 2nd- “You” “Your”

o 3rd- “He” “She” “They”

o Is it an all-knowing “omniscient” point of view or a limited point of view?
Define the perspective: How is the narrator/character connected to the events? How do
they feel about them?
Identify how the characters change over the course of the story: How did the events of
th story affect the characters?
Identify the theme

If it's a non-fiction text, you should:
Write a gist for each section of the passages
Describe the point of view: Who is the author? How are they connected to the topic?
How does this influence what they include?
Name the structure: cause & effect? chronological? description? compare/contrast?
problem/solution?
Identify the different types of evidence used: Quotations from experts, statistics,
personal anecdotes (stories), Facts

When we read on a test, we use the same habits and
routines we use in class:
Read for the Gist and Read for Deeper Meaning!

Read for the Gist:

e Preview the Text: IDENTIFY the title,
genre, and thinking job based on
questions or prompts.

* Read for The Gist: Remember the
thinking job as you gist.

e Write a gist for each section or stanza
of the passage



Read for Deeper Meaning:

When reading fiction...

e Write a gist for each section or stanza

e Describe the setting: Where and when does the
story take place? How does the setting influence
the characters?

« Name the conflict or problem: who wants
what? And what is getting in their way?

* Describe the point of view:

o 1st - “I” “We” “Our”

e 2nd- “You” “Your”

*3rd- “He” “She” “They”

e Is it an all-knowing “omniscient” point of view
or a limited point of view?

« Define the perspective: How is the narrator/
character connected to the events? How do they
feel about them?

« Identify how the characters change over the
course of the story: How did the events of the
story affect the characters?

o Identify the theme

Read for Deeper Meaning:

When reading non fiction...

e Write a gist for each section of the
passages

* Describe the point of view: Who is
the author? How are they connected to
the topic? How does this influence
what they include?

e Name the structure: cause & effect?
chronological? description? compare/
contrast? problem/solution?

o Identify the different types of
evidence used: Quotations from
experts, statistics, personal anecdotes
(stories), facts

e Write a central idea



Tasks on the LEAP Examination

LITERARY ANALYSIS TASK:=

Students read two fiction texts on a
similar topic (which could be a story
or poem) and compare the texts
approach-which could include
structure, point of view, setting or
other literary elements.

Criteria for Success

1. Answers the prompt with a clear claim

2. Gives reasons to support the claim

3. Includes evidence from all texts
referenced in the prompt

4. Explains or interprets evidences’
connection to reasons and claim

Tasks on the LEAP Examination

RESEARCH TASIK.

Students read 2-3 non fiction texts
and write an informative essay in
which they use evidence from all
of the texts provided.

Criteria for Success
1. Answers the prompt with a clear
claim

2. Gives reasons to support the claim

3.Includes evidence from all texts
referenced in the prompt

4.Explains or interprets evidences’
connection to reasons and claim



Tasks on the LEAP Examination
TACKLING SELECTED RESPONSE QUESTIONS

NART"V TASK: o Craft a gist for the passage first.

* Answer for yourself!

Students will read a fiction text and * Cover the answer choices

h : h ; * How would you answer this question on
either continue the story, write an FOUT OWI?
alternate ending or tell the story * Reveal the answers

e Select the choice that most closely

from a different character’s
matCheS YOUI' own response

perspecﬁve * Go back into the text. When a questios

. . READ IT! | |
Criteria for Success « Watch out for “tricky” words: BEST, EXCEPT,
1. Told like a story MOST LIKELY, NOT
2. References characters and settings Of e Elimination! Eliminate options you know to be

. i incorrect
original text - Miatk words oF o .
ark words or alternatives in questions

3. Has a clear narrator that eliminate the option
4. Includes dialogue ¢ For vocabulary questions, try substituting the

answer choices into the sentence in place of the

5. Follows the direction of the prompt: cerm

retellmg or continuing the story * Remember that you are looking for the best

answer, not only a correct one.
14



PASSAGES & TASKS

D irections
Read this passage.Then answer questions 1 through 3.

The Scoop on Ice-Cream Headaches
by Serena Gordon

1 If you've ever had an ice-cream headache, you've probably wondered what you could
do to stop it from happening again.

2 Maya Kaczorowski wondered, too, but didn't stop there. This Ontario native loves ice
cream but really hates ice-cream headaches. Her parents said she just needed to eat her ice
cream slowly. Maya didn't like that idea, so she decided to do a little research.

3 Maya's dad is a professional researcher. He helped her find medical information on
the Internet. Not much had been written about ice-cream headaches. One article said that
only two out of every 10 people have ever had an ice-cream headache. Maya thought that
number was probably higher because a lot of people she knew had experienced ice-cream
headaches.

An Idea for an Experiment

4 So, when she needed a project for her school science fair, she knew just what to do.
With help from her parents and some eager classmates, Maya, who was 12 at the time, set up
an ice-cream-headache experiment.

5 During December 2001 and January 2002, Maya invited 145 kids from her school to
eat two scoops of vanilla ice cream each. Maya asked half of the kids to eat their ice cream in
less than 30 seconds. The other half had to eat their tasty treat slowly.

6 Maya learned that eating ice cream fast really can bring on an ice-cream headache.
Twenty-seven percent of the kids in the fast-eating group got ice-cream headaches, but only
13 percent of the kids who ate slowly did. That means eating ice cream fast doubled their
chance of getting an ice-cream headache.

7 But not everyone who ate the ice cream quickly got a headache. In fact, most didn't.
Out of 73 students in the fast-eating group, only 20 had an ice-cream headache. But eating
slowly wasn't a headache-free guarantee. Nine of the 72 kids in the slow-eating group got
headaches.

8 Maya also learned that most kids in her study have had ice-cream headaches. Almost
eight out of 10 children in her experiments said they had had at least one ice-cream headache
in their lifetime. That's way more than the 20 percent Maya read about.



Publishing a Report

9 Maya thought this information might be helpful for doctors to know. So she wrote
about her experiment for a medical journal, a magazine that's written for doctors.

10 It's not easy to have an article published in a medical journal, even for an adult. Maya
had to try a few times before her article was accepted.

11 Although most articles in medical journals are serious, Maya was able to include
some humor in her article. For example, most research papers list where the money for their
experiments came from. In Maya's article, she wrote, "This work was supported by an
unrestricted grant from Mum and Dad."

On the Evening News

12 Maya received a lot of attention for her article because kids don't usually write for
medical journals. She talked to reporters fiom newspapers, magazines, radio, and TV. She
even flew to New York City to be on a TV show.

13 Maya was surprised by all the attention. "It was about ice-cream headaches, not some
serious illness!" Maya says, laughing.

14 Maya hopes to do more research in the future. She also plans to eat plenty of ice
cream. But thanks to her experiment, she knows eating slowly will increase the chances of
enjoying her ice cream headache-free!

Don't Scream from Ice Cream
Nothing ruins a yummy ice-cream cone faster than an ice-cream headache.
Luckily, these headaches, sometimes called "brain freezes," usually last less than a minute.

Scientists don't know exactly what causes them, but they think it's a misunderstanding
between your mouth and your brain.

When you eat, food touches nerves in your mouth that sense hot and cold. Nerves take
messages from one part of the body to another. When you eat cold food, the nerves in the
middle of the roof of your mouth tell the brain that the mouth is getting cold.

That makes the blood vessels that lead to the brain get bigger. Blood vessels are like
hoses that carry blood through the body. More blood can flow through them when they get
bigger, which helps warm the brain.

Scientists think the fast swelling of blood vessels is what causes the pounding pain of
an ice-cream headache.

That's probably why kids who quickly shup their ice cream have more brain freezes
than kids who take their time.

Ice cream isn't the only food that can cause these headaches. Any really cold food can
do it. So watch out for snow cones, slushy fiuit drinks, ice, and even cold water. To reduce
your chances of having a headache that makes you scream when you eat ice cream,
remember: eat slowly and keep cold foods from touching the middle part of the roof of your
mouth.




1. Which result from the study best shows that ice-cream headaches are more lkely to

occur when ice cream is eaten quickly?
A “Twenty-seven percent of the kids in the fast-eating group got ice-cream headaches,
but only 13 percent of the kids who ate slowly did.” (paragraph 6)

B “Out of 73 students in the fast-eating group, only 20 had an ice-cream headache.”
(paragraph 7)
C “Nine of the 72 kids in the slow-eating group got headaches.” (paragraph 7)

“Almost eight out of 10 children in her experiments said they had had at least one ice-
cream headache in their lifetime.” (paragraph 8)

. Which idea from “Don’t Scream from Ice Cream” is supported by the rest of the article?
A Ice-cream headaches are caused by a mix-up between the mouth and the brain.
B Cold foods other than ice cream can also cause sudden sharp headaches.

C  Ice-cream headaches can be prevented by keeping cold foods away from the roof of
the mouth.

D  You can reduce the chances of getting an ice-cream headache by eating slowly.

3.As used in paragraph 11, “unrestricted” means
A without limits

B without help

C without debt

D without knowledge

1."What is the main idea of the passage? Use two details from the passage to support
your response.

2. According to the passage, what did Maya’s experiment reveal about ice-cream headaches?
Use at least two details from the passage to support your response.




Directions:
Read the article. Then answer questions 1 through 7.

Waste Not, Want Not
by Earl Weber

When I was growing up in the 1930s, the period of the Great Depression, T didn't think of
our family as poor, even though we never seemed to have money. I lived on a small farm in
Pennsylvania with my parents, two older sisters, and younger brother. We had an old horse, a
cow, a few pigs, a flock of chickens, and a big garden. Food was not a problem. We had our
own supply of milk, meat, eggs, fresh vegetables, and Momma's homemade bread. But money
was scarce.

On Sunday mornings, Momma would give each of us two pennies for our Sunday School
offerings. Carefully knotting my two cents in the corner of a handkerchief, she would hand it to
me and caution me to "be careful not to lose it." Today, two pennies won't buy much of
anything, but in the 1930s every penny was important.

As a boy of nine, I had only a vague idea of what it meant to live during hard times. The
weekly newspaper would carry pictures of people standing in line for bread, and the evening
newscast on our tabletop Crosley radio would tell about the huge number of jobless people and
their hardships. But these reports referred to people in the cities, and we lived in the country.
We never went to bed hungry, and we didn't stand in line for bread.

Although my father was fortunate to have a job at the feed mill, his salary of eighteen
dollars a week was barely enough to pay the farm mortgage and the electric bill, and to buy
necessities like the flour and yeast Momma needed to bake her bread.

Momma earned a few dollars baking pies and bread, which she sold at the local market.
Twenty cents for a pie and ten cents for a loaf of bread! Sometimes I helped at the market, and
if we had a good day, Momma would give me a nickel for an ice-cream cone.

Momma used the market money to buy clothing for the family. With four children and
two adults to clothe, she seldom bought anything new. One day when I walked to the mailbox
at the end of our lane, I was excited to see a package from Sears, Roebuck and Company. That
usually meant new clothing for one of us. As it turned out, I was the lucky one this time, with a
brand-new pair of brown tweed knee-length knickers. Although we always went to school
looking neatand clean, most of our clothing was patched, darned, or mended. So to me, a new
pair of knickers was very special

Christmas was special, too, because then we got new socks, and for a little while we
wouldn't have to wear socks darned in the toes and heels.

Momma made some of our clothing, using a treadle (foot-powered) sewing machine. To
make nightgowns, she used the muslin sacks that our chicken feed came in. I wore a
nightgown with "PRATT'S CHICKEN FEED" printed in big black letters on the front. (It
wasn'tuntil years later when my high-school class went on an overnight trip that I got my first

10

store-bought pajamas.) Some companies actually put their feed in sacks made of colorfully
patterned calico. Momma liked this material for making aprons and dresses.
When a piece of clothing was worn out, it
wasn't thrown away. First, all the buttons were
removed, sorted by size and color, and put in cans

or glass jars. Then the clothing was examined, and
the best parts were cut into strips and saved for
making rugs.

Almost nothing in our house was thrown
away. Store parcels were generally tied with string.
We saved this string by winding it on a ball. One
of my jobs was to wash and flatten used tin cans.

We nailed these pieces of tin over holes in the barn

Riding our homemade seesaw was
thrilling

roof to stop the leaks and over holes in the corncrib
to stop the mice and rats from eating the corn.

A wooden crate was considered a real prize.

We would take it apart for future projects, being
careful not to split the boards. We even
straightened the bent nails and stored them in a tin
can.

Although we tend to think of recycling as something fairly new, in the 1930s it was part
of every-day life. "Waste not, want not" was a familiar and often repeated phrase during those
Depression years.

Yesterday and Today
In the 1930s, a chocolate bar cost five cents. A single-dip ice-cream cone was also five cents.
If that sounds good, consider that children living in the country, if they were lucky enough to
have a job, earned only ten cents an hour for farm labor. Kids today pay around a dollar for
an ice-cream cone and about the same for a chocolate bar. But some can earn five dollars an
hour baby-sitting or mowing lawns.




1. According to the article, why did many people who lived in the country have enough food during

the Great Depression?

A
B
C
D

They waited in long bread lines for hours to get food.
They could buy the food they needed at the feed mill
They had plenty of money to buy food at the grocery store.
They could grow many kinds of food on their farms.

2. According to the article, how did the author’s mother help the family?

A
B
c
D

She washed and flattened tins to repair holes in the roof.

She stood in line for bread for the family’s food every day.
She baked pies and bread to sell and made the family’s clothes.
She had a job at the grocery store.

3. Which evidence supports the author’s description that his family reused almost everything they

had?

A

“Today, two pennies won't buy much of anything, but in the 1930s every penny was
important.” (paragraph 2)

“We never went to bed hungry, and we didn’t stand in line for bread.” (paragraph 3)
“One day when I walked to the mailbox at the end of our lane, I was excited to see a
package from Sears, Roebuck and Company.” (paragraph 6)

“I wore a nightgown with ‘PRATT’S CHICKEN FEED’ printed in big black letters on
the front.” (paragraph 8)

4. The author didn’t think of his family as poor during the Great Depression because
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his father had a job at a factory

he was given two pennies on Sunday

they never went without food

they got packages from Sears, Roebuck and Company

5. What idea does the photograph support?

A Ttwas challenging to grow up in the Depression.

B The author’s mother worked very hard for her children.

C The author and his siblings still had fun during the Depression.
D The author creatively reused materials for fun.

6. Which evidence best supports the author’s point in paragraph 12?

A “Carefully knotting my two cents in the corner of a handkerchief, she would hand it to me
and caution me to ‘be careful not to lose it.”" (paragraph 2)

B “But these reports referred to people in the cities, and we lived in the country.” (paragraph 3)

C “Momma made some of our clothing, using a treadle (foot-powered) sewing machine.”
(paragraph 8)

D “We even straightened the bent nails and stored them in a tin can.” (paragraph 11)

7. Why did the author include the “Yesterday and Today” box at the end of the article?

to let students know how much an ice cream cone cost in the 1930s

to explain how lucky kids were in the 1930s because chocolate bars were so inexpensive

to remember what his life was like in the 1930s

to compare how much money children in the 1930s could earn and spend compared to what
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children can earn and spend today



1. According to the author, how did his family live up to the phrase “Waste Not, Want Not”? Dlrectw i

Use two details from the passage to support your response. Read the passage. Then answer questions 1 through 7.
The design and construction of ancient Japanese houses were interesting in many ways. These beautiful
homes also provided ideas for Frank Lloyd Wright, a famous architect who designed and built the home
called Fallingwater in the United States. Read the selection and answer the questions that follow.

A Japanese Paper House

This house is an example of traditional Japanese design. (© Nova
Development Corporation)

| The Japanese islands experience torrential framing and paper walls allowed for easy
monsoon rains, earthquakes, and typhoons. rebuilding after an earthquake. With its sliding
The traditional Japanese house from the partitions,* this “breathing house” opened on
16th century featured an elegant roof with all sides to let in cool, fresh air and to give
wide overhangs to protect against bad weather, glimpses of a beautiful garden outside.

and a raised floor to keep out mud. Wooden

* partitions — panels or screens that divide up a room
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Woven Flooring

Tatami, which are mats woven of fine straw,
formed the floor of the traditional Japanese
house. They continue to be used in some
present-day homes. According to Japanese
custom, visitors must remove their shoes

when they enter any home, even modern ones.

This tradition helps keep the house clean and
preserves the delicate tatami.

A Flexible Layout

The space inside the traditional house could
be divided in many different ways by walls,
sliding doors, and portable folding screens.
Paintings of landscapes, birds, and flowers
often decorated these interior partitions.
Moving these partitions could change the
arrangement and the number of rooms in a
few minutes.

Inside Outside

Walls made of special strong paper mounted
on a wooden frame provided privacy while
allowing light to enter the house. The
sections of the wall could slide easily to
either side to allow a view of the garden.
This design was especially convenient during
the hot Japanese summer, when the house
could be completely opened up to catch
passing breezes.

Privacy and Shade

Blinds made of reeds bound together in

long flat sheets hung from beneath the roof.
They could be rolled down to provide shade.
Garden walls were made of bamboo, bark, or
twigs.
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Garden Architecture

The gardens were closely linked to the
architecture of houses and temples. They were
often designed to be seen from iside the
building. The gardens featured painstakingly
raked gravel, flowering moss, paving stones
positioned along a path, ponds where colorful
carp swam, pines with twisted shapes, and
delicate bridges. Japanese bridges inspired the
French Impressionist painter Claude Monet,
who had one built in his garden at Giverny
and used it in his paintings.

Traditional House

Intricate wooden brackets without nails
supported roofs made of tiles, boards, or
thatch. Only natural materials were used.

The traditional Japanese house’s boldness,
simplicity, and harmony with its surroundings
influenced the great international architects of
the 20th century, like Frank Lloyd Wright.

Convertible Space

With its sliding partitions, removable panels,
and folding screens, the house could be
rearranged for different activities at different
times of day. Furniture was limited to pieces
that were easy to move: low tables, lamps, and
cotton-filled mattresses called futons that were
put away during the day and rolled out at night.

ModernHouses

Today, most houses in Japan are built of
concrete because it is quick, easy, and
inexpensive. This also saves the forests of
Japan, which prevent erosion and landslides
caused by heavy rains.

In Japan, a house beside a w aterfall
is said to ensurelonglife.This
Japanese print belongedto Wright.
Katsushika Hokusai, Waterfall at
Ono, ca. 1833 (Ono Waterfall Along
the Kis © Christie’s Images/CORBIS)

The House on the Waterfall

10 The great American architect Frank Lloyd Wright is known
for his daring designs. In 1936, he built a house in Mill Run,
Pennsylvania, called Fallingwater, which is world-famous.
Its slabs of reinforced concrete are suspended over a natural
waterfall. The roofs and terracesstretch out horizontally into the
forest. When it came time to free the concrete from its casings,
the workers were afraid that the whole house would collapse.
Then the architect himself grabbed a pickax and removed the
wooden supports. The house held fast!

CoLze -

Fallingw ater (© CORBIS|




7. Why did the author most likely include a description of Fallingwater?

A

B
C
D

Fallingwater was built with the same materials as most Japanese houses.

There is a Japanese garden on the grounds of Fallingwater.
The architect of Fallingwater was inspired by Japanese design.
Fallingwater was built with paper walls like a Japanese paper house.

1. What is the main idea of this passage? Use two details from the passage to support your
response.

2 How do traditional Japanese houses protect people from the weather? Use two details
from the passage to support your response.




English Language Arts

Today you will research how penguins are rescued after a large oil spill. You will
read three articles. As you review these sources, you will gather information and
answer questions about the rescue of penguins so you can write an essay.

Read the passage from the article by Lauren Tarshis titled “The Amazing Penguin
Rescue.” Then answer the questions.

from “The Amazing Penguin Rescue”

by Lauren Tarshis

1 Imagine you are an African penguin living on an island in the middle of the South
Atlantic Ocean. You live with tens of thousands of other penguins on a rocky beach. It's
a typical day there in June—cold and windy. The beach echoes with penguin noises,
barks and honks and brays. Some of your fellow penguins fight for territory. Others
cuddle with their mates and dote on their chicks.

2 You're hungry, so you head down to the water’s edge. You waddle on tiny feet, and your
wings are too stubby for flying. But in the water, you can swim faster and dive deeper
than any bird on Earth. As you plunge into the sea, your wings become powerful
underwater propellers. You shoot through the water at 12 miles an hour, a black-and-
white blur, snatching sardines from the surface, swallowing them whole, then catching
more. Your thick feathers protect you from the freezing water.

3 You stay in the sea for hours until your belly is full. Then you turn to head back to shore.
That's when something goes wrong.

5 As you come to the surface for air, the water feels unfamiliar. It is thick, and it burns your
eyes. You try to swim away, but suddenly your wings are too heavy to lift and you can
barely propel yourself. Your body wobbles and rolls. You feel bitterly cold. You shiver and
gasp for breath.

6 What you don't know is that just hours ago, a cargo ship called Treasure hit a reef and
split apart. As it sank, 1,300 tons of toxic crude oil gushed into the sea. Oil surrounds
your breeding ground—the largest African penguin breeding ground in the world.

7 You are not the only penguin that has become soaked with the poisonous oil.
Thousands of others have been trapped in the massive oil slick.

8 The impact of oil on a penguin (or any bird) is immediate and devastating. You are
shivering because the oil has caused your layers of feathers to separate. Freezing water
now lashes at your sensitive skin. Your eyes hurt because the oil has burned them. Your
wings are heavy because they are coated with oil.

9 But your instinct for survival is strong. Somehow you struggle back to shore, fighting the
waves and the current. The trip, usually effortless, is an agonizing ordeal. You manage
to stagger onto the beach and back to your nest. You lick and peck at your feathers,
desperate to clean them. Finally you give up. There is nothing to do but stand there,
terrified, dazed, and silent.

Strange Creatures
10 Then the beach is invaded by enormous creatures.
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5 Grade 5

English Language Arts

11 They are humans, but you don’t know that. You have never seen a human before. These
men and women know what you don't: that this oil spill is a catastrophe for you and your
species. Some of them have devoted their lives to helping birds like you, birds caught in
oil spills and other human-made disasters. They have helped with bird rescues around
the world. All they care about is saving your life.

12 But how could you know this?

13 As the humans swarm the beach, you are overcome with panic. A man catches you.
You lash out viciously with your powerful jaws and razor-sharp beak. You bite his arm,
ripping his skin through the fabric of his thick coat. He doesn't let go. You strike again,
biting his leg, inflicting a wound that will leave a scar for the rest of his life. But he cares
more about you than himself. All across the beach, dozens of people are capturing
penguins, enduring excruciating bites and wing slaps as they load you and the other
penguins into crates. It is painful, exhausting work. The sight of all of these scared and
injured penguins is heartbreaking to the humans. Some—grown men and women—fight
tears.

14 But they don't give up. Tens of thousands of penguins are in danger. And they intend to
save every single one.

15 Ten miles from the island, outside the city of Cape Town, a team of workers and
volunteers has transformed a warehouse into a penguin rescue center. They have
worked with astonishing speed. The warehouse holds hundreds of round enclosures,
each large enough for 100 penguins. There are additional areas where penguins will be
washed. One room is filled with ten tons of frozen fish, the amount needed daily to feed
the penguins. Acquiring this enormous quantity of fish every day will be one of the
workers’ great challenges.

16 Actually, everything is a challenge. Simply getting one penguin to eat is a monumental
task. In the wild, penguins hunt for sardines and gobble them up while they are still alive
and wriggling. These penguins won't accept the dead fish offered by human hands;
workers have to force-feed them. They must restrain a penguin, pry its beak open, and
shove the fish down its throat. Feeding one penguin can take an hour. Feeding all of the
penguins takes an army of workers 15 hours.

17 And then there is the smell that fills the warehouse—a combination of penguin
droppings, dead sardines, and human sweat. It is a stench so powerful that many
people throw up when they first arrive.

18 But not even the smell keeps people away.

19 As news of the rescue effort spreads, hundreds, and then thousands, of volunteers
flock to the warehouse, eager to help. They are a diverse group, including rich women
from fancy neighborhoods and poor teenagers from Cape Town'’s streets. Some have
experience helping wildlife; some have never even owned a pet. All of them have one
thing in common: a mission to save as many penguins as possible.

“The Amazing Penguin Rescue” by Lauren Tarshis from Storyworks April/May 2011
Issue. Copyright © 2011 by Scholastic, Inc. Used by permission of Scholastic, Inc.
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Part A

What does the word transformed mean as it is used in paragraph 15 of the article by
Lauren Tarshis?

®

©
®

finished quickly
divided into areas
completed without fees

changed greatly in purpose

Part B

Which detail from the article best supports the answer to Part A?

®

@ @@

“...ateam of workers and volunteers . . ."
“. .. awarehouse into a penguin rescue center.”
“. .. worked with astonishing speed.”

“.. . holds hundreds of round enclosures . . .”
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Part A

What are two main ideas of the article by Lauren Tarshis?

® Oil spills can spread quickly.

® Penguins are good swimmers.

© Oil spills are a great threat to penguins.

® Penguins take good care of their young.

® Penguins are interesting animals to watch.

® People work hard to help the penguins get better.
Part B

Which two sentences from the article best support the answer to Part A?

®

®

® @ ©

“Others cuddle with their mates and dote on their chicks.”

“As you plunge into the sea, your wings become powerful underwater propellers.”
“You are not the only penguin that has become soaked with the poisonous oil.”
“The impact of oil on a penguin (or any bird) is immediate and devastating.”

“In the wild, penguins hunt for sardines and gobble them up while they are still
alive and wriggling.”

"All of them have one thing in common: a mission to save as many penguins as
possible.”

GO ON »
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Read the article by Dyan deNapoli titled “The Amazing Penguin Rescue.” Then answer
the questions.

The Amazing Penguin Rescue

by Dyan deNapoli
as told to Natalie Smith

The summer of 2000, | had just finished my rounds tending to the New England
Aquarium’s 60 penguins when | got an urgent call from South Africa. The manager of
SANCCOB, a seabird rescue center in Cape Town, was on the line. The region’s
penguins were in trouble. The cargo ship MV Treasure had sunk off the coast of Cape
Town, creating an oil spill. Thirteen hundred tons of fuel oil were flowing near Robben
Island, right in the middle of the African penguins’ primary habitat. In a matter of days,
thick, toxic liquid had covered about 20,000 penguins. Without swift help, the seabirds
would have no chance for survival.

SANCCOB had launched a massive rescue operation for the oiled penguins. Volunteers
were showing up by the thousands, but they had no experience. The center needed
penguin keepers to train the volunteers. Would | help?

Two days later, | boarded a plane to South Africa. | was about to take part in what would
become the largest animal rescue operation ever attempted.

A Startling Silence

Just outside Cape Town, a large warehouse had been turned into a rescue center for
the oiled penguins. The rescuers had set up makeshift pools, which held about 100
oiled birds each. Hundreds of pools covered the floor.

When | first walked into the building, | couldn’t believe my ears. Normally, African
penguins are vocal birds. | expected to walk in to a chorus of honking and squawking.
Instead, the center sounded like a library. Only the hushed voices of people could be
heard. The penguins were dead silent.

| felt overwhelmed. My heart ached for the distressed birds. Cleaning them all seemed
like an impossible task. But we had to carry on like doctors in an emergency room.
There was no time for doubt.

Bird Bath

Cleaning oil off a penguin isn't easy. It takes two people—one to hold the penguin,
another to do the washing. The bird is sprayed with a degreaser and scrubbed with
warm, soapy water. Delicate areas around the face must be brushed with a toothbrush.
Then the bird gets rinsed under a hose. The whole process takes about an hour. Even
with more than 12,500 volunteers, it took a month to bathe all 20,000 birds at the center.

The Spreading Spill

While workers bathed penguins at the rescue center, another crisis was developing. Oil
from the spill had started moving north toward Dassen Island. Tens of thousands of
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penguins were in the oil's path. But we already had our hands full with 20,000
recovering birds. Supplies were running low. If any more birds were oiled, we wouldn’t
have enough resources to save them.

One researcher came up with an idea: What if the Dassen penguins were temporarily
moved out of harm's way? The method had never been tried before. Experts decided to
give it a chance. Workers rounded up a large number of the penguins on Dassen Island
and released them near Port Elizabeth, 500 miles away. The hope was that by the time
the seabirds swam home, the oil would be gone. The plan worked! Another 20,000
penguins were saved.

Amazing Rescue

10 The entire penguin rescue operation took about three months. In the end, more than 90

1

N

percent of the oiled penguins were successfully returned to the wild. In a previous large-
scale penguin rescue, only half of the oiled birds survived. We could hardly believe that
our efforts worked!

But for me, the most inspiring part was the work of the volunteers. Rescuing penguins
isn’t glamorous. The stench of the rescue center—a mix of penguin droppings and dead
fish—made people feel sick. The scratches and bites of terrified birds covered
volunteers’ arms. As the Penguin Lady, I'm used to facing such hazards to care for the
animals | love. What | didn't realize was how many other people care for penguins too.

From Scholastic SuperScience, January 2012. Copyright © 2012 by Scholastic, Inc.
Used by permission of Scholastic, Inc.
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Part A

Select the best summary of the article by Dyan deNapoli.

®

A large oil spill in the water near Cape Town endangered the lives of a nearby
penguin population. Despite their efforts, rescuers quickly realized that the
penguins needed more care than they could provide.

A large oil spill in the water near Cape Town threatened the penguins who lived on
a nearby island. Experts spent months caring for the injured birds, but many were
unable to be released back into the wild.

A large oil spill in the water near Cape Town placed a nearby penguin population
in danger. Thousands of rescuers worked together to help the penguins and
eventually returned them to their home.

A large oil spill in the water near Cape Town threatened the lives of penguins living
nearby. Experts trained many people who volunteered to help the penguins.

Part B

Which two quotations from the article best support the answer to Part A?

®

®

@ @ @

“The region's penguins were in trouble.”

“The center needed penguin keepers to train the volunteers.”

“But we already had our hands full with 20,000 recovering birds.”

“If any more birds were oiled, we wouldn’t have enough resources to save them.”

“In the end, more than 90 percent of the oiled penguins were successfully
returned to the wild.”

“In a previous large-scale penguin rescue, only half of the oiled birds survived.”
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Part A

How does the author, Dyan deNapoli, support the idea that cleaning the penguins was
a difficult task?

®

®

@ ©

by providing a comparison of two ways to clean penguins
by providing a description of the steps for cleaning penguins
by providing a quotation from someone who cleaned penguins

by providing an explanation of why oil must be cleaned from penguins

Part B

Which paragraph in the article by Dyan deNapoli best supports the answer to Part A?

®

©
®

paragraph 1
paragraph 6
paragraph 7
paragraph 9

GO ON »

Grade 5 12






