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EDUCATION FOR LIFE

Development & Community Engagement Committee Meeting Agenda
Monday, March 16, 2026, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
FirstLine Network Office - 2620 Conti Street, NOLA 70119 - Large Conference Room

Attendees: Donna Cavato, Shannon Cian, Patrick Kiernan, Jennifer Noteware, Tina Shannon,
Mark Stein

The meeting was called to order at 4:02 pm. Donna welcomed participants and shared

general FirstLine network updates, from Q3 moving into Q4.

Patrick made a motion to approve the January minutes; seconded by Tina. The minutes
were unanimously approved, with one abstention from Mark who was unable to attend the

January meeting.

Shannon reviewed the YTD Development Report, highlighting funds raised to date for all
FLS and ESY programs, and shared an overview of grant applications pending and planned

for the remainder of the fiscal year.

Discussion then turned to An Edible Evening 2026 — coming up soon on March 26, 2026.
Shannon and Donna highlighted sponsorships and ticket sales to date. Shannon shared the
final restaurant list and discussed the larger footprint for this year’s event. This is the last call

to push ticket sales!

Shannon next discussed fundraising planned for GiveNOLA Day, taking place on Tuesday,
May 5, 2026.

Donna shared updates about the ESYNOLA Legacy Fund. The full FLS board voted at their
January retreat to move forward establishment of this fund. Next steps are to discuss

management of the fund, as well as investment and draw-down policies.

The committee next reviewed progress toward FY26 goals; as well as potential goal updates
for FY27. This conversation also included plans for recruitment of new committee members

for FY27 — with prospective members to be invited to the final meeting of FY26 (in May).
The final meeting of this school year is scheduled for Monday, May 11.

Patrick moved that the meeting be adjourned; Jennifer seconded the motion. The meeting

adjourned at 4:57 p.m.



